Dear City Council,

I am a member of the Complete Street’s Commission. 
Based on my experience with Sally on the Commission, I would like to emphasize the following: 
In our meetings, it is obvious that Sally cares about the community,  and is passionate about the full range of opportunities,  and in looking for ways to effectively and practically  balance those opportunities to move the Menlo Park’s residential and business communities forward.    
As you know, many of the opportunities  are subtle and extremely complex , involving many interest groups and factors.  Sally is an effective,  careful listener for residents, commission and staff  and  iteratively drives the complexity to clarification. The result in our meetings is a sense of  team , a better understanding of the opportunity and most importantly trust.
Therefore, although representing District 5, I would expect Sally  to transparently and collaboratively work  across Menlo Park  district representatives, residents, and businesses.
As Chair of the commission, Sally routinely returns to previously completed tasks to discuss what was learned, what could have been done better,   what improvements should be made to standard practices, etc.  The humbleness of this closed loop learning yields important improvements to impact and process . 
 I appreciate  the preparation ,  up-beat energy, and urgency that Chair Cole naturally brings to our Commission meetings.  No doubt this is a result of her success  working in complex situations with different types of people, organizations, and situations.  
Sally’s demonstrated and effective skills,  in rapidly changing and complex environments including both in both corporate and community settings, her passionate pattern of commitment and service are Instrumental to the success of the community and the council.
I am very eager to provide more information or to clarify.

Brian Altman
Brianaltman22@gmail.com
650-213-6285


